
 

 

 

 

Inside the Envy: Pairing the New Kaleidescape Strato K with the World's Most 
Advanced Video Processor 

Welcome to the latest edition of the madVR Labs newsletter! 
 
The new Kaleidescape Strato K has generated lots of excitement throughout the home 
theater industry. Featuring native 8K output capability and Kaleidescape's exclusive 
new 4K Cinematic™ format, it represents another exciting step forward for enthusiasts 
and cinema lovers seeking the highest-quality movie experience in their home. 
 
In this newsletter, we'll take a closer look at how the Strato K and the madVR Envy 
complement one another, why every Envy owner is ready to enjoy the new 4K 
Cinematic format, how our latest HDMI 2.1 models are already prepared for future 
native 8K content, and how to configure the Strato K for use with the Envy. 

 

Built for Tomorrow's 8K Sources 
While every Envy supports today's highest-quality 4K content with the Strato K, the 
Envy Core MK2 with Core Premium, Envy Pro MK3, and Envy Extreme MK3 are the only 
dedicated video processors to feature full-bandwidth 48 Gbps HDMI 2.1 input and 
output. 
 
Although native 8K movies have yet to arrive, these Envy models are already capable 
of receiving native 8K video from the Strato K, ensuring they are ready as premium 8K 
content becomes available. 
 
It's another example of madVR Labs' commitment to designing products that 
continue to deliver value well beyond the day they are installed. 
 
Here's a look at the video capabilities the Kaleidescape detects from the madVR 
Envy: 



 
 
Here's a look at the Kaleidescape HDMI Video Output Status screen when playing 
an 8K title: 
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Here's a look at the incoming signal reported by the Envy when playing an 8K title 
on the Kaleidescape: 
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Pairing your Kaleidescape Strato K with an Envy HDMI 2.1 model, available since 
December 2025, ensures your home theater is ready for the next generation of 
premium 8K content. 

 

A Perfect Match for 4K Cinematic 
Kaleidescape's new 4K Cinematic™ format is about more than simply increasing 
bitrate. By taking advantage of the Strato K's powerful new hardware, 4K Cinematic 
delivers significantly higher bitrates from the original studio master, including full 
chroma fidelity (up to 4:4:4 on supported titles). The result is cleaner detail, richer 
color, and an image that delivers exceptional quality to home cinemas. 
 
Every madVR Envy model, both past and present, supports 4K Cinematic and the 
highest-quality 4K output available from the Strato K. 
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This makes 4K Cinematic an ideal match for the Envy's award-winning video 
processing. When the Strato K outputs content in 4:2:2, the Envy's exceptional 
chroma upscaling reconstructs full-resolution 4:4:4 chroma before performing its 
extensive suite of proprietary video processing. When titles are available in native 
4:4:4, the Envy preserves every bit of that additional color information. 
 
The result is a reference-quality video chain that preserves exceptional image quality 
from source to display while maximizing the performance of every TV, video wall and 
projector when used with a Kaleidescape and madVR Envy. 
 
Here's a look at the Kaleidescape HDMI Video Output Status screen when playing 
a 4K Cinematic DV title with a native 4:2:2 chroma format studio master: 
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Here's the status when playing a 4K Cinematic HDR10 title with a native 4:4:4 
chroma format studio master: 

 

 

Configuring the Strato K for the madVR Envy 

For the optimal picture quality when using a Kaleidescape Strato K with an Envy, we 
recommend setting the Mode Selection Behavior option in the Kaleidescape settings 
to "Allow display mode changes (use external scaler)". 
 
With this setting enabled, the Strato K automatically outputs each movie in its native 
chroma format, switching between 4:2:2 and 4:4:4 to match the studio master. This 
preserves the maximum fidelity available from the source. For titles output in 4:2:2, 
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the Envy then applies its chroma upscaling to reconstruct full-resolution 4:4:4 
chroma before performing its patented HDR dynamic tone mapping, AI-upscaling, 
patent-pending subtitle management, and its extensive suite of proprietary video 
processing. 
 
To help you get the most from your Strato K and Envy, we've also updated 
our Kaleidescape with Envy Setup Guide. The guide now includes an all-new FAQ 
covering recommended settings, best practices, and answers to common questions 
about using the Strato K with the Envy. 
 
We hope you enjoyed this special edition of the madVR Labs newsletter and that it 
helps you get the most from your Kaleidescape Strato K and madVR Envy. Happy 
viewing! 

 

 

https://madvrenvy.com/wp-content/uploads/Envy-Setup-Guide-KScape.pdf

